
Research Careers in Europe:
POLAND



NAWA provides funding for

international mobility of students and

researchers and internationalisation of

Polish higher education and science

207.11.2024

Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange
Strengthening Polish science and higher education through 
international exchange and collaboration since 2017
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Why Poland?
➢ academic traditions dating back to 14th cent. 

with the Jagiellonian University one of the 
oldest in the world

➢ great history of scientific achievements

➢ located in the heart of Europe with easy 
access to other European countries

➢multiple opportunities for a research career
and professional development
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Science in Poland

Research in Poland » NAWA

https://scienceinpoland.pl/en
https://researchinpoland.org/


Polish R&D sector in numbers (2022)
Researchers: 135 650 – Poland ranked
5th in the EU, 3% from abroad

57% in enterprise sector

40% at higher education institutions

PhD candidates: 20 544; 9% from abroad

Women: 46% at PhD and post-doc level;
29% professors

Source: Science in Poland 2023 report (in Polish)

~ 7379 R&D organisations
public and private

enterprises higher education

government other

https://radon.nauka.gov.pl/analizy/nauka-w-Polsce-2023


Scientific institutions

Photo: Łukasiewicz Research 
Network 

69 research
institutes

22 in Łukasiewicz 
Research Network

https://lukasiewicz.gov.pl

University of Białystok

132 universities
103 public, 29 private

Poland Universities | STUDY IN 
POLAND - GO POLAND!

Institute of Oceanology PAS

69 institutes
Polish Academy of 

Sciences

Polish Academy of Sciences

Poznań Science and 
Technology Park

60 other
organisations

hospitals, museums, 
foundations…

https://lukasiewicz.gov.pl/
https://study.gov.pl/higher-education-institutions
https://pan.pl/en/
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Research & development funding (2022) 

Business enterprise State

51% 
public and private

companies

35% 
higher education

sector

Grants and projects

Expenditure of GDP 1.46%    
growing every year



8

Research career path

Master
Master title needs to be recognised in Poland

PhD

Doctor degree awarded to MA title holders
or equivalent

Habilitation
Habilitation degree; also in Germany, France, Italy…

Professor

Professor title awarded by the President of Poland
Photo: AGH University of 
Science and Technology
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158 Doctoral schools

➢ duration: 3-4 years

➢ competitive recruitment

➢ free-of-charge for all candidates

➢ monthly tax-free scholarship

~730 € nett – before mid-term assessment

~1130 € nett – after positive assessment

➢ social security: old-age, disability, accidents

More information

Doing your PhD in Poland

Industrial PhD

➢ double supervision: doctoral school + 

company

➢ double income: scholarship + salary

Rzeszów University of Technology

https://radon.nauka.gov.pl/dane/szkoly-doktorskie?pageNumber=1
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Jobs in Poland
➢ European database with jobs & grants

➢ EURAXESS Poland

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search?f%5B0%5D=job_country%3A749&f%5B1%5D=offer_type%3Ajob_offer


Funding programmes for researchers
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NAWA programmes

07/11/2024

Central European Exchange 
Programme for University Studies

European programmes

Jobs & Funding | EURAXESS Poland

https://nawa.gov.pl/en/scientists
https://nawa.gov.pl/en/the-polish-language/programme-for-students-of-polish-studies
https://nawa.gov.pl/en/scientists/polish-returns
https://nawa.gov.pl/en/international-cooperation-and-exchange
https://nawa.gov.pl/en/scientists/ceepus
https://nawa.gov.pl/en/scientists/ceepus
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://www.euraxess.pl/poland/jobs-funding
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The Ulam programme
➢6 to 24 months in a chosen scientific institution in Poland

➢for PhD holders of any nationality and age

➢ all scientific fields

➢ monthly scholarship of PLN 11 500 a month ( ~ 2 700 euro)

• conducting research and/or development work

• post-doctoral training

• obtaining materials for scientific work or publication

Next call to open in February 2025

More information

Stanisław Ulam. Fot. PAP/Alamy

https://nawa.gov.pl/en/scientists/the-ulam-programme
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Supporting At-risk Researchers
Up to 60 fellowships for at-risk researchers from all over the world

➢ doctoral & post-doc researchers of a non-European nationality

➢ up to 24 months at a chosen academic or non-academic institution in the EU

➢ all scientific and innovation fields

➢ monthly salary: 3 400 euro gross for PhD candidates; 5 080 euro gross for post-docs

+ allowances

November 9th – on-line information session

Call opens November 18th – January 20th, 2025

More information

https://saferesearchers.eu/
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Coming to Poland – some tips
➢ non-European researchers – visa / visa-free entry

➢ researchers based in Europe – passport & residence permit

➢ no work permit for: scientists in public sector and PhD students

➢ no need to know Polish for temporary residence permit

➢ long-term residence
after 5 years in Poland

More information

https://www.euraxess.pl/poland/information-assistance


Thank you!
Monika Zaremba
euraxess@nawa.gov.pl +48 451 058 625

mailto:euraxess@nawa.gov.pl

